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The Regime Complexity and Its Impacts on Global Governance in Cyberspace
LANG Ping"?, CHEN Qiqi'
(1. School of International Politics and Economics . University of Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China ;
2. Institute of World Economics and Politics , Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences s Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Changes of the world, of our times, and of the historical trajectory are unfolding at a faster
pace, technological development and innovation promote the deep coupling of cyberspace and real
space, pushing the global governance process into uncharted waters. The characteristics of regime
complexity in cyberspace are evident, where interactions among various actors shape cooperative or
conflicting relationships between regimes. The regime complexity, viewed from the dimensions of
actors, power, and regimes, significantly influences the global governance process of cyberspace and
its future trends. From the perspective of actors, regime complexity provides more opportunities for
non-state actors to participate in cyberspace governance. However, due to geopolitical influences,
their participation is still constrained, and initiatives proposed by them face significant challenges in
gaining acceptance from intergovernmental organizations, resulting in overall governance inefficiency.
From the power dimension, emerging nations, when leveraging various regime options to acquire
power commensurate with their capabilities, tend to create inclusive regimes. However, major
powers, in the process of establishing dominant regimes or using “strategic inconsistency” to
consolidate dominance, often create exclusive regimes, increasing the difficulty of reaching unified
governance solutions. From the regime dimension, the stacking of regimes and “Balkanization”
provide more choices for stakeholders to participate in governance, but can also lead to resource
dispersion, exacerbate conflicts between rules, and create dilemmas in collective action, affecting the
effectiveness of governance. In the trend of regime complexity becoming a normal feature of
cyberspace and continuously evolving, all parties in the international community should strengthen
cooperation to seek consensus, balance the demands of multiple interests, enhance coordination
among different regimes, and propel global governance in cyberspace towards a direction that is just,
fair and effective.
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