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The Scholarly Interpretation of Whole-Process Cooperation and the Practical
Logic of the Belt and Road Initiative

Xu Xigjun (2)

[ Abstract] Cooperation is an eternal theme of human society. However, in the interna-
tional community, sustained and effective cooperation among countries is rare, and how
to deepen cooperation in a pluralistic, multidimensional and diverse world has become
a major theoretical and practical issue of our time. On the basis of reflecting on the
existing international cooperation theories and observing the practice of the Belt and
Road Initiative ( BRI) international cooperation, this paper proposes a whole-process
cooperation mode in which the consultation-actualization-distribution ( CAD) links are
organically connected and synergistically promoted. The whole-process cooperation em-
bodies the whole-process nature of cooperation concept, cooperation action and cooper-
ation function, and reflects the dialectical unity of cooperation practice and knowledge,
cooperation holism and individualism, cooperation procedure and result, cooperation
purpose and law. In the whole-process cooperation system, consultation is the founda-
tion of cooperation and an important link through all stages; actualization is the main
body of cooperation and the most energetic and creative part; distribution is the desti-
nation of cooperation and the source of power of cooperation. At the same time, the
consultation, actualization and distribution are also the sub-systems of the organic con-
nection of various elements. From the BRI principles of extensive consultation, joint
contribution and shared benefits, and its practice, the whole-process cooperation has
become a distinctive mark of the BRI. Moreover, under the guidance of the principles,
the BRI has created a model of bilaterally concerted multilateralism (BCM), exerted
the synergistic effect of complementary advantages, and promot the distributive justice
of common development. Based on the theoretical analysis and successful practice of
the whole-process cooperation, it is evident that the high-quality development of the
BRI requires high-level policy coordination and strategic alignment, high-efficiency co-
operative actions and common development, and high-standard synergistic mechanisms
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and distributional norms.

[ Key Words ] whole-process cooperation; consultation-actualization-distribution mode; the
Belt and Road Initiative; bilaterally concerted multilateralism; extensive consultation,
joint contribution and shared benefits
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Discursive Practice and the Construction of the Meaning of China’s Responsible
Power Identity in the New Era
Zhao Yang (27)

[ Abstract] Discursive practice is a significant mechanism for the construction of the
meaning of state identity, which can be further divided into communicative action and
narrative. In international relations, communicative action usually refers to the process
in which a state leader puts forward his/her understanding concerning the meaning of
state identity in the face-to-face contact with leaders from other countries, in order that
this particular understanding could be recognized by other leaders, while narrative in-
volves the process in which a state leader publicly expresses the meaning of state iden-
tity to international society as a whole. The state identity shaped through discursive
practice is a “commitment-identity” , for which the norms and obligations involved can
be considered a commitment made to others. Through an analysis of China’s discursive
practice to shape its identity as a responsible power since the 18th CPC National Con-
gress, this paper argues that facing different alters, China employs communicative ac-
tion and narrative respectively to construct “to build a community of shared future for
mankind” as the latest meaning of “a responsible power”, making the shape of com-
munities of shared future at different levels a responsibility committed to others. In the
interaction with its neighbors, China mainly relies on face-to-face dialogue to shape the
affective linkage, thus constituting “the principle of amity, sincerity, mutual benefit
and inclusiveness” as the core of “a responsible power”. And when interacting with
international society or community as a whole, China mainly relies on the public nar-
rative at multilateral regimes to constitute “the idea of extensive consultation, joint
contribution and shared benefits” as the core of its state identity. On the basis of con-
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