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America’s complete withdrawal from Afghanistan and the Taliban’s return
to power, Pakistan should persuade the Taliban to fulfill their commitments with
respect to domestic governance and counterterrorism, while also advocating for
the international community to engage in dialogue with and provide assistance to
the Taliban. In this way, Pakistan can build positive influence in Afghanistan

KEY WORDS: Strategic Depth; Pakistan; Afghanistan; Taliban; Pakistan-

Afghanistan Relations

The History, Current Situation and Contemporary Challenges of Security

Management and Control in the Tribal Border Areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan

By Zhang Yuan

ABSTRACT: Security management and control of the tribal border areas of
Afghanistan and Pakistan has mainly involved three issues: (1) the unique
characteristics of the autonomously administered tribal system; (2) the
area as a breeding ground for religious radicalism, extremism, and
terrorism; (3) the prevalence of drug production and trafficking, as well as
an influx of Afghan refugees Both countries have adopted numerous
measures to address these issues, and have made some progress, but the
overall situation needs improvement In particular, they face six challenges:
the region’s adverse natural environment; difficulty in identifying a proper
balance and ensuring sustainability when it comes to tribal reforms; the
complexity of combating religious extremism and terrorism; intertwined
border issues which are difficult to address comprehensively; limitations to
cooperation due to territorial disputes; and the difficulty of overcoming
interference of powers in border affairs It is also expected that security
management and control in the tribal border areas will become even more
complex following the Taliban’s recapture of power in Afghanistan.

KEY WORDS: Tribal Border Areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan; Security

Management and Control; Tribes; Afghanistan Taliban

156



