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Obstacles and Solutions of the West to Understanding China’s “Pingtianxia”

Wisdom and Vision
PENG Chengyi

(School of Government, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Institute of World Economy and

Politics/National Global Strategy Think Tank, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: To review China’s current wisdom and vision of “pingtianxia”, the report of the 20th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China contains the most concentrated, authoritative and condensed
expressions, but the words and meanings in it are not necessarily understood by the West. This
“understanding deficit” is well illustrated in a representative analysis of China’s global ambitions by Mitter, a
history professor at Oxford University. In view of the extreme importance of understanding and trust in
international exchanges, this article seeks to deeply examine the progress and ideological bias in
understanding China in the Western intellectual circles represented by Mitter on the basis of expounding the
significance and content of the wisdom and vision of China’s “pingtianxia” in the report of the 20th National
Congress, and further explore corresponding resolutions.

Key Words: The spirit of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China; China’s

diplomacy; understanding deficit; China’s global aspirations; ideological bias
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